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all deplore and a stage has been reached’

when a remedy should be sought.

The concensus of opinion seems to be
that over-indulgenee in strong drink is
largely aceountable for this state of affairs.
Efforts have been made to eurtail drinkiag,
and the fairly stringent restrictions imposed
shonld he productive of good. T hope the
military authorities will exercise closer con-
trol over memhbers of the Forees. I gather
that wherever our troops have been—it
grieves me to have to express these views—
they have made a bad name for themselves.
We shounld take notice of what is happening
and endeavour to check these evils. We must
endeavour to help our young people to
exercise greater eontrol, emulate what their
forefathers did and do their ntmost to make
Australia the country it should be. I trust

that our labours will benefit the people of

the State and that we shal! be able to
achieve the desires expressed in His Ex-
cellency’s Speech.

On motion hy Hon.
bhate adjourned.

E. H H. Hall, de-

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.
The CHIEF SECRETARY [426]: I
niove—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
Tuesday, the 1ith August.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.27 p.m.

Tegislative Assembly,
Wednesday, 5th August, 1942,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WHEAT.
As to Distillation Plant.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Has any site been selected
in this State on which to erect a wheat dis-
tillation plant? 2, If not, when is it ex-
pected that a site will be selected? 3, If o

site has been selected, has any work been
done there, and how much; and when is it
expeeted that the plant will he ready to
start? 4, [f a plant has been decided on,
what amount of wheat per year will it
handle, and what amount of power atcohol
will it produce per year?

The MINISTER replied: 1, 2, 3 and 4.
A site has been selected in Western Aus-
tralia on which to erect a plant for the dis-
tillation of aleohol from wheat, and work
has heen commenced upon this project. It
is the wish of the Commonweglth Govern-
ment that all information in conneetion with
the site, erection, and capacity of the plant
should be regarded as strictly confidential.

PAPERS—MANPOWER POSITION,
Ministerial Stalement.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS {2.21]:
I have here some papers in connection with
the manpower position. It will be remem-
bered that on the 14th May last a resolu-
tion on this subject was ecarried by the
House. A letter was sent to the Prime
Minister on the 16th May and a few days
ago a Teply was received dated the 30th
July. That reply did not give the infor-
mation I think this House should have, and
consequently I have prepared some papers
that bring the facts relating to the man-
power position up-to-date in respeet to our
industries and embody reports f4m the
Agrieultural Department on our rural in-
dustries. I now ask that the papers be laid
upon the Table of the House.

PRIVILEGE—PARLIAMENTARY
NEWS.

ds to Brondeasting.

HON., W. D. JOHNSON (Gnildford-
Midland) [2.23]: Before the Orders of the
Day are colled there is a matter of privilege
which I want to raise. I understand that
questions submitted and answers given in
this House are in the possession of the
Speaker and are released by the Speaker for
publie information. Last night T was lis-
tening to the Nationat Broadesasting Station
and the announcer said that she was about
to give the Parliamentary news. She then
gave in detail the questions submitted by
some members and the answers given. She
referred to ome question that T asked but
the all-important ome that I submitted,
which is a matter affecting ell the people
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of this State and particularly the working
people—the question ahout the basic wage
—was omifted, no reference heing made to
it. I thought that was an exiraordinary
procedure and immediately telephoned the
station to find out why it was that oniy
some questions and answers were bhroadcast.
I was asked to hang on, which T did for
quite a time considering my limited patienecg,
and ultimately I was informed that no ex-
planation could he given. That amounts
to ernsoring the already censored. We
know that there ave certain things about
which we eannot ask questions though we
desire to do zo, but nobody has any right
to censor that which we can inquire about.
The hroadeasting station has no right to
deny the public the information given to
this House in answer to nuestions.

T raige this point beeause I had te do so
in regard to an ocenrrence in which the
Press was involved. It will be remembered
that the Press was omitting guestions and
answers, You, Mr. Speaker, took action, or
I assume you did because more attention to
these matters is now given in the Press. In
regard fo announcements over the National
Broadeasting Station, I suggest that you
make it quite elear that you release questions
and answers for publie information, and
that all of the information so released
must be given or none at all It i
quite wrong for Parliament to be denied
the right of expression to pcople out-
side Parliament on matters that are veleased
for publication and when people exercise
the right of saying “We will not pubtish the
information,” even when the Speaker has
released it, T suggest that some action shonld
he taken. We have to be jealous of our
rights and this is one right we must pre-
serve.  We must ensure that papers ve-
leased from Parliament are either publizhed
in full or not publizhed at all.

MR. NORTH (Claremont): I support
the remarks of the member for Guildford-
Midland, because T have had a similar ex-
perience on several oceasions, I did not
know that we had any power to direct the
Australian Broadeasting Commission regard-
ing Parliamentary information conveyed
over the air. I understood the Commission
authorities could please themselves in that
regard. In comparing the reports conveyed
to the public by the Press and the A.B.C.
respectively, the information published by

the Press is 100 per cent. better; in faet, the
Press has been very fair regarding the pub-
lication of questions and replies, constdering
that the space available is so limited. I
nrge you, Mr. Speaker, to take up this mat-
ter. If you release information for public
consumption, that information should he
made use of. Under existing eonditions, the
procedure is most unfair to the publie, par-
ticularly at the present time, when so many
commentaries are heard upon public affairs.

Mr. Cross: Some of the commentators
should be squashed.

Hon. P. Collier; At any rate, is not the in-
formation taken from the Press? The an-
nouncer generally states that the informa-
tion is provided by ecourtesy of the “Daily
News.” In that event, the responsibility
must be with the “Daily News.”

Mr. NORTH: No, I do not think that is
s0. On many occasions the reports dealing
with Parliamentary proceedings have heen
rather arbitrary. I have taken no action in
the past, but if it 15 within your province
to do so, Mr. Speaker, I hope vou will give
the matter consideration,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: My complaint is
limited to the matter of questions and
answers.

Hon. P. Collier: T suppose the informa-
tion put over the air was what was provided
by the Press.

Mr. Patrick: No.

CHAIRMEN (TEMPQRARY) OF
COMMITTEES.

Mr. SPEAKER: I desire to announce
that I have appointed Mr. Withers, Mr. J.
Hegney and Mr. Seward to be temporary
Chairmen of Committees for the session.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day.
Debate resumed from the 30th July.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [2.27]:
At the outset I desire to extend my sym-
pathy to the Premier, who has been so ill,
and to express my hope that he will be back
with us very shortly. My remarks apply
equally to the Minister for Works, who also
has been indisposed, and we are glad to see
him back with us. No one has a greater
appreciation of the difficulties eonfronting
Ministers than have members of the Opposi-
tion, and it is on that account that we



[5 Avaust, 1942.] . 73

temper our statements in voicing our desires
and our criticisms. I know the Premier has
been seriously ill. I had an opportunity to
see him, and I am sure all will be glad to
have him back with us shortly.

Anyone who has read the Lieut-Gover-
nor's Speech will agree with me that it con-
tains nothing that was worthy of printing.
To my mind, we are getting away from the
object for which Governors’ Speeches were
originally intended. In the earlier days,
when the member for Boulder was Premier,
and also when the present Lieut.-Governor
held a similar offiee, members of Parliament
were customarily requested by the Usher
of the Black Red, who came from another
place and appeared at the bar of this House,
to attend in the Council Chamber to hear
the reasons for ecalling Parliament together.
Last session I think the Lieut.-Governor’s
Speech embodied & history of what had
taken place during the preceding year. On
this occasion, the Speech conveyed to us
particulars about Australia’s war effort,
We know all about what Australia is doing,
and what we desired was some idea of the
business to be transacted during the session
so that we comdd fit ourselves to deai with
that which was ahead of us. With few
exeeptions, members will agree with the sug-
gestion that speeches delivered during the
session should be as brief as possible, We
desire to sit only during daylight, and to
earty out the work entrusted to us.

Sinee Parliament last met, T regret that
its status as a legislative institution has
substantially deteriorated in consequence of
enactments passed by the Federal Govern-
ment.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Enemy action!

Hon, €. G. LATHAM: I shall not go so
far as that at the present junecture. I voiced
my opinions last session when diseussing the
motion placed before the House instrueting
the Government as te the action it shonld
take. Since then, the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has passed legislation dealing with
uniform taxation and other supplementary
Acts, the cumulative effect of which is to
take from the State the right to impose
taxation. Subsequently an appeal was, quite
rightly, made to the High Court on con-
stitutional grounds to ascertain whether the
Commonwealth Acts were legal. The Court,
by a majority of one, decided that all the
Aects were legal. That means we have little
standing as a Parliamentary institution be-

yond earrying oul the wishes of the Federal
Government. At one time the Common-
wealth Government wielded only such limited
powers as the States at that time desired
to hand over. Restrictive provisions were
embodied in the Constitution, with the ob-
Ject of preventing the Commonwealth Gov-
crnment from eneroaching upon State rights
without going through a very severe pro-
cedure involving a referendum, in which a
majority of the voters in a majority of the
States was required before fhe desires of
the Commonwealth could hecome effective.

Next I shall deal, with due acknowledg-
ment to Mr. H. K. Watson, with a cireular
he issued, and I shall quote a few para-
graphs to indicate that what has actually
happened was anticipated many years ago.
On the second page of the pamphlei there
appears a copy of a letter puldished in the
London “Morning Post” on the 1st April,
1902, over the signature of Mr. Alfred Dea-
kin, who was twice Prime Minister of the
Commonwealth, In the course of that letter,
My, Deakin wrote—

As the power of the purse in Great Britain
established by degrees the aunthority of the
Commons, it will ultimately establish in Aus-
tralia the authority of the Commonwealth. The
rights of self-government of the States have
been fondly supposed to be safeguarded by the
Constitution. It has left them legally free, but
fimancially bound to the chariot wheels of the
central Government. Their need will be its
opportunity. The less populous will first sue-
cumb; those smitten by drought or similar
misfortunes will follow; and finally even the
greatest or most prosperous will, however re-
luctantly, be brought to heel. Our Consti-
tution may vemain the same, but a vital e¢hange
will have taken place in the relations between
the States and the Commonwealth. The Com-
monwealth will have aequired a general con-
trol over the State, while every extension of
politieal power will be made by its means,
and go to inerease its relative superiority.
That is what has actually happened. I pre-
sume that at the time that letter was penned
and published, the words were passed over
as merely those of someone who was writing
in the paper but, when one peruses them in
retrospeet, one must acknowledge that Mr.
Denkin displayed- great foresight regarding
the future trend in Australia. Coming to
more recent times, the eirenlar also em-
bodies an extract from a speech by Mr. A.
A. Calwell, M.H.R., the Labour member for
Melbourne.  That gentleman is known to
members on the Government side as a man
holding rather extreme views. During the
course of n debate in the House of Repre-
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sentatives, on the 28th May last, Mr. Cal-
well said—

I think the High Court will not give a legal
judgment but a political one, High Courts give
political judgments and High Courts are poli-
tically minded. Some come from pnlitical par-
ties . . . Tonight we are participating in an
historic incident. We are considering legis-
lation which, if passed, will fundamentaily
affeet the future of Australia, beeause it will
inevitably result in the destruction of the
States as wo know them. They might linger
superfluous a little longer, but if they lose
their right to impose income fax, they will be-
come mendicants existing upon the bounty of
the Commonwealth, They will, in effect and
for practical purposes, cease to exist as States,
That seems to me to ring the death knell of
State Governments.

Hon. P. Collier: Mr. Watson was right
abont the politieal appointments. For years
past Commonwealth Governments, in mak-
ing appointments to the High Court, have
considered the political leanings of the men
to be appointed,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Undoubtedly, and
Judges must be influenced by political at-
mosphere. Here, as in other States, men
who are States-righters begin to take the
opposite view very soon after entering the
Commonwealth Parliament. Men who are in
close touch with the people could render
better service to them than could men sitting
in Houses of Parliament thousands of miles
away. There was no justification for the
legislation which was challenged. Had the
State Treasurers been called together they
would have given the Federal Government
every possible assistance. The statement
made by the Prime Minister and the head
of the National Party, and some other lead-
ing men in the Federal Parliament, that it
was mnecessary to pass this legislation be-
cause the Commonwealth required money, is
quite baseless. The States have never re-
fused money to the Federal Government.
Federal loans have been over-subseribed.
The legislation represents the second step
towards unification; the first step was the
Financial Agreement signed in 1928,

Hon. P. Collier: And that was not a
voluntary agreement.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: XNo doubt the
(ommonwealth Government could impose an
income tax of 20s. in the pound. The de-
eision of the Federnl High Court is, after
all, a majority decision by one judge. Were
it not that the war is in progress, we should
have the right to test that decision in the
Privy Council. But now, even if the Com-

monwealth Government were agreeable to
that course being taken, the exercise of the
right would not be opportane. I believe the
judges of the High Couwrt would he fair
enough to say, “As there seems to be some
doubt about the maiter in the minds of at
least two of us, this court will allow an
appeal to another authority.” The High
Court can allow an appeal. Mz, Watson has
gone to considerable trouble in supporting
the case for secession put up by Western
Australia. Members will recollect the ans-
wer given by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment of that period. One of the advocates
for this State was Dr. Somerville; but at
that time Sir Robert Garran was head of
the committee appointed by the Federal
Government. Here is what Sir Robert
Garran said then—

The suggestion (in paragraph 136 of the
Case for Becession) that the Finaneial Emer-
geney (State Legislation) Aet, 1932, indicates
a1 probable extengion of the Commonwealth’s
taxing powers to cover coutrol of State taxa-
tion is quite groundless ... .. It is true that,
nfter the fashion of legal pleading, the title
of the Act callg in aid everything that could
be thought of, on the spur of the moment, as
a possible support—Taxation, Insurance,
Banking, Corporations, ete. The draftsman
was evidently seratching round for a peg on
which to hang the Bill; but taxation was cer-
tainly a forlorn hope. The power of the Com-
monwealth Parliament as to taxation is a
power to make laws "“for the peace, order,
and good government of the Commonwealth'’
with reapect to “‘taxation, but so as net to
diseriminate between States or parts of
States’’ It can hardly be questioned that
these words refer only to Commonwealth taxa-
tion, uniform throughout the Commonwealth,
for Commonwealth purposes, and do not cover
control of State Taxation. Nothing in any
decision of the High Court suggests a doubt
of this; and indeed the prineiples of interpre-
tation laid down by the Court make doubt
impossible,

Sir Robert Garran and Dh. Quick were re-
garded as the authoritics on the Federal
Clonstitution. They wrote the standard work
on the subject. Now we find ourselves in
the unfortunate position that for anything
we want in the direction of finanee we have
to go to the Commonwcalth Government.
True, some slight avenues of taxation re.
main to this State; hut when we read thia

morning’s newspaper, our hope fades.
Queensland so far has not imposed a tax on
amusements, and so the Commonwealth

Government says, “The Queensland people
have no right to amusements unless those
amusements are taxed:” and a tax is to he
imposed there.
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Whether we shall derive any benefits from
that taxation is doubtful. The Common-
wealth uniform taxation legislation provides
that a sum of approximately £2,399,000 shall
be returned to Western Australia, but the
legislation in no way provides that the same
amount is to be returned to us next vear,
and at the rate the Federal Govern-
ment is spending money today, little
probability exists of any money being
left over. I do not criticise the Com-
monwealth Government’s financial policy
at all when I say that every iman
taken obt of industry is converted from an
earner into a spender, since immediately
he goes into the Army he ceases to earn any-
thing. On the contrary, he destroys things.
He cannot he a wealth-earner in the Army,
though it is true he receives a small wage.
Today there is a elamour to tgke everybhody
out of industry, whether he ean be spared or
not. Even the military authorities must
acknowledge that the civil community has a
great responsibility, definitely equal to that
of the military, because the Army must be
fed, clothed, equipped, and paid.

Hon. P. Collier: That aspeet has not even
been thought of.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Just as many
bighly paid officials are employed to control
the military authorities, there will have to
be an authority to protect the other side in
future. With the heavy expenditure now
taking place—over a million per day—it is
clear that when expenditure is further in-
creased there has to be built up vet another
avenue of expenditure, because departments
will grow. Consequently before long we
shall find a very lopsided method of trving
to earry on the war successfully, That has
to be noted, more particularly because of
the few erumbs that this State will get from
what is left over. For that reason 1 am
gravely concerned about what the financial
position of the State will be. Everyone
should be concerned on that aceount. What
has the Commonwealth Government got by
uniform taxation? This year our State will
get little relief. I desire to put members
wise on that score. Our taxation measures
in the past have always provided for statu-
tory reduetions from gross ineome; the bal-
ance remaining was the taxable portion of
the income, That has now been altered. The
rate is fixed upon the gross amount of the
income; therefore, the higher the incowe,
the higher the rate. Deduetions are allowed
from income, but the remaining portion of

75

the income is taxed at the rate appilicable
to the gross income. Possibly members of
Parliament and the public were of opinion
that they would get some relief from this
new method of taxation, but they will pro-
bably find that their assessments will be eon-
siderably increased. Even the man with =«
smaller income is not going to esecape as he
has in the past. 'What I say now has been
fairly well hidden up to date, but anyone
rending the Commonwealth Treasurer’s
speech will find that what I say is ecorrect.

The State that will suffer severely is Vie-
toria. The reward that that State will ve-
ceive for good government is higher taxu-
tion. There must have been good Gov-
ernments in Victoria, because it was the
lowest-taxed State of the Commonwealth.
The rate of tax Victorians will now have to
pay will equal that of the other States of
Australia. That is Victoria's reward for
having managed its affairs so admirably and
so well.

Hen. P. Collier: It is not neeessarily good
government at all; natural resources
favoured Vietoria.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: Not altogether.
I admit that bad government in New South
Wales materially assisted Vietoria at one
stage, because large amounts of eapital were
then transferred from New South Wales to
Vietoria. I shall not say when, as the mem-
ber for Boulder knows. The effect was to
establish many industries in Victoria, That
State did not raise its taxation, and con-
sequently business pcople in other States
transferred their businesses to Victoria and
s0 made a greater profit. True, Victoria
is a self-contained State and has not many
square miles of useless country.

Hon. P. Collier: The area of the State
is small.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is compact.

Hon. P. Collier: Viectoria expended less.
on public works than did the larger States.

Hon. C. Gt LATHAM : Tt has heen a well-
managed State, there is no doubt about that.
It never had a Lahour Government, except
when such a Government was sapported by

‘other parties.

Hon. P. Collier: It did have a Lahour
Government,

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Only with the
support of three members of the Couantry
Party.

Hon, P. Collier: True, but the Couniry
Party has been able to remain in power for
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several years only by the support of the
Labour Party.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is so. I am
not taking any credit for the Country Party
in Victoria. When that party was in power,
however, its members kept a firm hand on
the affairs of the State becanse they under-
stood finance properly. Many demaonds are
made upon Labour Premiers, who are so
good-natured that they cannot say no.
When members of our party make applica.
t1on, however, we get all the refusals. Vie-
toria is the one State that has got its reward
for good government: unfortunately, its re-
ward is a rate of tax higher than it would
have imposcd.

Hou. P. Collier: Vietoria has less social
services than have the other States.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Those services are
not required in Vietoria.

Hoop. P. Collier: The poor there are just
as poor as the poor here, but they do not
get the same assistance.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I would not say
that, The memher for Boulder has much
to say in faveur of a cheaper form of
wovernment in Vietoria, but it must be borne
in mind that Vietoria has a much smaller
area to administer.

Hon. P. Collier: Consider her mileage of
railways!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Vietoria has made
mistakes; for instance, the land settlement
scheme in the Mallee district. Vietoria pro-
doced wonderful beef that sha was not
allowed to market, except for pig-feed, that
is, until the present Government there found
that it was fit for human eonsumption. As
the member for Roebourne said, we shall be
mendicants of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, But it is up to us today to look to
post-war times and endeavour to build up
industries which will absorb our men when
the war is over. The more men who are
taken from our industries and put into the
military forces, the more diffieult will it he
to absorh them after the war, beeause our
industries are languishing., I shall not deal
extensively this afternoon with our primary
industries; I shall leave them to he dealt
with by the members of my Party, who will
explain to the House what the position is.
It is well known, however, that these indus-
tries are slipping back rapidly. It will be
difficult to build them up again. We shall
not be able to build them up by the hard

work and sweat of men and women, as they
have been built up in the past. Financial
assistanee will be required and this State
will not be able to provide that assisiance
without the appreval of the Commonwealth
Government. That Government will be en-
gaged in finding money for its own require-
ments, and therefore we shall experienie
difliculty in obtaining the necessary tinancial
assistance,

What is the future of our goldfields? It
is all very well to say that £100,000 has been
provided by the Commonwenlth Government
to keep our goldfields alive. I am not criti-
cising that assistance, but I am of opinion
that many of the mines now closed down
will not be re-opened after the war. Prob-
ably the wealthier mines will be re-opened,
hut it is not merely a question of keeping
down the water but keeping the timbering
in good repair,

The Minister for Mines: That will all ds-
pend on the price of gold.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It may or may
not! I eannot foretell what the price of
zold will he except that, if the price rises,
there will be more inflation and eommodities
will become proportionately more costly.
There will not be the same profit, however,
as there was in the last few years. I hope
the Minister for Mines is right. I like
Ministers to be optimistie, but, so far as I
am concerned, I am not expecting anything
like 10s, or 16s. in the pound for myv hold-
ings in goldmining ventures after the war
i3 over, beeause I realise how diffienlt it is
to deal with an industry of that sort once
its assets are allowed to get into a bad state
of repair.

I listened cavefully to the lengthy speech
of the member for Guildferd-Midland yes-
terday afternoon. I shall not eriticise it;
there is a great deal of truth in what he
said. Nevertheless, I wish him to remember
that he will seriously embarrass the Gov-
ernment if he advoeates any extensive in-
ereases in salaries and wages, beeause no
provision is made for sueh increases. In-
comes have been pegged and, unless the ex-
tra charges are passed on fo the publie, there
will be no earthty hope of paying those in-
creases. I do not say that the extra charges
should not be passed on te the publie, be-
cause probably 60 per cent. of the public
conld afford to pay them; but we must not
forget that we shall be saddling our vital
industries—the agrieulturat and pastoral
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industries—with extra charges which they
cannot pay and carry on at a profit,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: To what charges
are yon referring?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Railway freights,
for instance! The railways pay an engrmous
salaries and wages bill. If there is a large
increase in the basic wage, that will have to
be met by increased freights and charges.
There is no alternative while incomes are
pegged.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Reduce the basie
wage in order Lo increase prosperitv! Get
the workers to work for nothing, or for their
tueker! That is your argument.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not foilow
the hon. member. I am not saying that tho
hasic wage should not be increased. Can-
didly, I do not understand why this State
should be treated differently from the East-
ern States.

Myr. Cross: Our workers are being treated
differently.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: T warn members
that money will have to be found from some
source other than ordinary revemue. If it
is obtained from other sources, that may
spell the extinction of industries vital to
the State. We are faced today with a terri-
fic job. In my opinion, the reason we are
no{ getting the manufaeture of munitions in
this State is that we cannot compete favour-
ably with the other States, which have large
faetories. That 1s the problem,

Hon. P. Collier: The problem is n geo-
graphical one, too.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes. The mem-
ber for Guildford-Midland said yesterday,
in support of his case, that partially-
manufactured goods were bronght from the
Eastern States to this State, where fur-
ther work was done on them, and that then
they were returned to the Eastern States for
completion.

My, Triat: They should not have been
sent back again.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No! Perhaps we
ought not to be talking about these matters,
but I suppose.members will use.diseretion.
We have not got a cordite factorv in this
State. I do not know whether it is intended
to fill cartridges in this State.

Mr, Cross: That will be done at the
Welshpool factory.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Will shells be
filled ?

Mr. Cross: I cannot say whether shells
will,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The hon, member
seems to be an awthority on what is going
te be done at Welshpool and on everything
else.

Mr. Cross: I have heen to Welshpool. The
hon. member has not.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: I suggest to the
member for Canning that he will get his
opportunity to speak. He will then prob-
ably explain what the member for Guildford-
Midland told us.

Hon. P. Collier: But in a different way.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: He will probably
be able to speak for two-and-a-half hours
and say very little. We have to be very
careful with our national expenditure, be-
cause our income is pegged. I warn the
Treasurer that there seems to be some in-
spiration in the statement in this morning’s
paper about the land tax,

The Minister for Lands: The entertain-
ments tax!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is a fore-
gone conclusion. The land tax was also
mentioned. If our land tax is taken away
from us, whal other form of taxation ean
be imposed? T dare say the Treasury offi-
cials are working overtime devising new
methods of taxation not yet available to the
State.

Hon. P. Collier: A door tax and a win-
dow tax!

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: A light tax!
Hon. P. Collier: We will have to get
down to that.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: A good form of
taxation is the advertisement tax. When
I was in Italy some years ago a large sum
of money was going into Mussolini’s {reasury
from such a tax. No-one was allowed to
put up a poster unless it hore the appro-
priate revenue stamp. The duty ranged
from one live to 100 lira.

Mr. Sampson: It was especially reaction-
ary.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It seems to me il
would be 2 good idea fo tax” every adver-
tisement in our local newspapers. In Italy,
one conld not put a notice on a window
about a lost buil unless it bore a duty stamp.

Hon. P. Collier: Tax the qnack advertiser;
the astrologer,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : That might be one
means.
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Mpr. Sampson: Why not strive to praetise
economy and manage with what you have?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is applicable
to us, but not to the Government. Already
some men are returning from oversea and
we are unable to absorb them with the
amount of employment offering. Some per-
manent employment tust be provided for
them. Parliament has a right to see that
work is available for everybody. I remem-
‘ber many years ago a political opponent
of the member for Boulder saying that he
would provide work for everybody.

Hon. P. Collier: Who, me?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, a political
opponent of the hon. member. It is a very
sound policy.

Hon. P, Collier: ‘A sound policy for get-
ting votes.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Nobody ean argue
against that, but when we do find them work
we want to see that they receive sufficient
to maintain themselves at the standard about
which Australians boast.

Hon. P. Collier: The policy was good, but
the performance had.

Hon. C. . LATHAM: The hon. member
left very little money on that oecasion. T
can still see the empty treasury and see it
going down rapidly. We did not plan a
sound economy for those six years, but we
have to plan an economy today, looking
to the future, and it is a big job. The
Ministry has an extension of life due to an
Aect passed last vear, and that should not be
accepted lightly, hut with the responsibility
which it carries becduse, after all, our con-
stitution is very sound in providing that
there should be an appeal to our masters
every three vyears. Withont -consulting
them we extended the period to four years,
and it might be extended to five vears. The
best brains in the whole House should be
brought together to plan an economy which
will help us, not only in the present war but
in the future, and provide a satisfactory set-
tlement for our people when they return.

Certainly there has been some sort of
consultative couneil which has met three
or four times sinece coming into existence.
Tt has not met for three months, and we
might say that it does not now exist. Today
members who are on it from this side of the
House are aceepting responsibility for
things abent which they know nothing. We

were charged with the responsibility of the
regulations dealing with lighting, which were
reintroduced, and we had nothing to do with
them. I do not want to be in any Ministry,
but if there is to be an extension my ser-
vices are available in any way in which it
is possible to utilise them. The Government
should serap the whole of the Ministry, I
ecan see men ot the cross-benches who can
do equally well as and prohably a little
better than some of those in the front
bench.

The Minister for Mines: What are yon
going to ask them for now?

Hon. C. & LATHAM: Nothing, except
good service for this State,

‘The Minister for Mines: They are giving
that now.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: I do nat care if
the number is inereased from eight to 10
so long as we get good results. We cannot
bave good government without money. We
are now limited and must be careful not to
become stodgy because our income is
pegged. I criticised the Minister for Labonr
yesterday for publishing this book which
has been loaned to me. I do not know
whether that is a special favour. I notice
in the front of the book, which is titled,
“The Industrial Development of Western
Australia,” these words:—

This book is lent to you. Tt is the property
of the Western Australian Government and is
not for sale. If you want to have & copy
for yourself you may purchase one at the De-
partment of Industrial Development Barrack-
street Perth or at the Government Tourist
Bureau, Forrest Place, Perth. Price, 2s. Gd.
This is the first time the Government has .
even heen 50 generous as to lend me some-
thing. In the old days the Leader of the
Opposition was presented with a copy of
anything produced in the interests of the
State. This hook ecertainly shows a great
deal of what has been going on for a num-
her of years, I eriticised the expenditure
on it, and I find that the people advertis-
ing in the book paid for their advertise-
ments, and at a pretiy high rate. T expeect
the Government will not regain all the eost,
but at the same time it will receive a sub-
stantial amount of it. My argument, how-
ever, was that it would he far beiter to
utilise the money in some other direction
and after the war publish a similar book
and include all the industries in the State
at that time. On looking through the publi-
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eation one ean sec that there have been sub-
stantial inereases in some of the industries
which have been established in this State
for some time. The canning industry is one.
It has had its ups and downs, but at present
it is being carried on very successfully due
to the fact that its products are being sold
at reasonable prices to the defence authori-
ties. The industry can be maintained on a
profitable basis in the post-war period. I
am satisfied that a good market for any of
the stuff we are producing foday for the
troops will be found in the near north-west
—that is those islands just north of West-
ern Australia—when they are again settled
down under their proper governments. We
will have to maintain a high standard in
order to keep those markets.

I am sorry the Minister for Indusirial
Development is not here. He sent me a
monthly report. 1 get two monthly returns
a year. They generally come just before
the House sits each year. I pot one lest
vear for July and one this year for July.
It arrived this morning. It sets out what
the department is doing, and refers roughly
to charcoal iron-smelting. I would like the
Minister to tell the House, at the first oppoer-
tunity, just what has been done in that
rezard. We want some idea as to whether
we can utilise {he iron ore deposits on the
coast of this State. If we can we might
build up an organisation like a second
Broken Hill Proprictary, Ltd. That com-
pany is giving a wonderful service to Aus-
tralia. It is making steel cheaper than in
any other country in the world.

My next remarks will make the Minister
for Mines take notice. I wish to deal with
the lighting restrictions. Parliament, a little
while ago, bad an opportunity to discuss
them. They were then under the control of
the State Government. Because ancther
place disallowed them this House did not
proceed further with the motion then before
it. Feeling, apparently, that he could not
trust his own Parliament the Minister utilised
the National Sccurity Regulations. During
the last gession I appealed to the Govern-
ment not to wuiilise the National Security
Regulations unless it had to. What the
Minister has done is tantamount to saying
that we are incapable of controlling our-
selves, There are some reasons why we
should utilise the National Security Regula-
tions, but not in connection with domestic
matters which we should handle. T think,

[4)

therefore, that we might have left the light-
ing restrictions to our State Parliament in-
stead of placing them under Federal
authority over which we have no influence
or control. The most ridiculous thing is to
have the interior of our State in darkness.

My, SPEAKER: Order! There is an
item on the notice paper dealing with that
particular snbject.

The Minister for Mines: The Leader of
the Opposition knows it is there.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: Does your ruling,
Mr. Speaker, mean that if T want to stifle
discusgionr on any matter 1 can do it by
putting something on the notice paper and
not go on with it,

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not giving that
ruling, but this matter is on the notiee paper
and eannot be dealt with.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Will you, Sir,
allow me a little latitude?

Mr. SPEAKER: If 1 did that I would
have to do the same in the case of other
members,

Hon. P. Collier: That is not in accord-
ance with Standing Orders. The hen. mem-
ber can do it if he wishes.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The people in the
country are today suffering great ineconven-
ience. People driving cars at night run the
danger of killing, not only other people, but
themselves as well. That is one of the things
on which the Minister, when he returns from
the conferenee in the East, could call fo-
gether a number of men from this House
and another place so that they could deal
with it and arrive at some arrangement. It
is no use telling me the military authori-
ties say it has to be done, beeause they are
the greatest offenders. The Assistant-Minis-
ter for the Army passed me on the road in
the country with glaring headlights. He
was driving in a wmilitary car, but I had
to erawl along over a ecorrugated road,
which was blacked-out, and it was dan-
gerous to me. Y had to pull off to the
side of the road. When I arrived at the
hotel T found that the person who had
passed me was Senator Fraser, the Assis-
tant-Minister for the Army.” I am mnot
complaining. The same thing applies in the
city. I would not care to be s tram-driver
or a bus-driver under the present lighting
conditions. Even the tram lights do not
conform to the regulations.

The Minister for Mines: The trams are
net bound by the regulations.
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Mr. Watts: They ought to be!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: What is the use
of having the lights put out in all parts of
Fremantle exeept the wharf and the
windows of the headquarters of the different
sections of the Defenee Forces, which have
glaring lights? Let us have commonsense.
In the Eastern States they have not put the
lights out as we have done. The other day
the Prime Minister issued instructions that,
at Canberra, there is to be a lifting of the
restrictions.

The Minister for Mines: He denied that
the next day and said that the Army de-
cided those matters.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: That is what I
saw in the Press. Let us take all the pre
cautions necessary to protect our people,
and that can he done by adopting a line
drawn not more than 23 or 30 miles inland
from the coast. It is only a large concen-
tration of light that is likely to attract an
enemy. I am intevested in the problem of
country transport, and have tried to en-
conrage the chavconl industry, and I pride
mvself on having done a very good job.
Yet we received an instruction from the
police that charecal producers had te put
out their fires at night.

The Minister for Mines: The Commis-
sioner of Police savs that is not so.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then it has been
altered. They had to conform to the regun-
lations, but now the instructions are not to
take any notice of the regulations but to
allow the fires to continue. Of conrse, it
is only by allowing the fires to econtinue that
we ean get burnt chareoal. If those lights
are likely to attraet an enemy, we should be
glad that they are out in the country Dbe-
cause, if bhombs arve dropped there, less
damage is likely to be done, If the Govern-
ment wishes to eontrol lighting, there is a
master switch at the Power House and, im-
mediately that switch is pat off, the lights
on ears and evervthing clse conld be ex-
tinguished.

The Minister for Mines: You could not
switch off car lights from the Power House.

Hon. C. ¢. LATHAM: But all lights
controlled by that switch could he ex-
tinguished, and a heavy penalty counld he
provided if other lights were not ex-
tinguished at the same time. We could
have got together and talked this matter
over, and even now I suggzest to the Minis-
ter that he serap his regulations.

The Minister for Mines: They are not
my regulations to serap.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Prime Minis-
ter will take into consideration the desires
of this State if representations are made
to him.

Mr. Marshall: T am afraid he will not.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That has hap-
pented in Queensland and New South Wales,
where the lighting restrictions were strin-
gent.

Hon. W, D, Johnson: That is so, and the
Minister in charge in New South Wales an-
nounecd the faet,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, The Aecting
Treasurer is about to leave for the Eastern
States, and he could ascertain whether eon-
sideration would be given to an amendment
of the regulations. I say these regulations
were imposed because the State Government
desired to have them. There are men in
this House who interviewed the General
Officer Commanding in Western Australia,
and he said he had nothing to do with the
matter.

The Minister for Mines: Would you be
surprised to know that, on the day after
the regulations were disallowed, a wire was
received from General Gordon Bennett ask-
ing that the regulations he re-enacted?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T suppose that is
possible.

The Minister for Mines: You said he had
nothing to do with it.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: That is what he
said. It is all very well for the authorities
to say to the people, “You have to conform
to the law, but we ave not going to do so.”
Something mnst he done, and this Parlia-
ment is the only bedy with power te take
aetion.

Mr. Cross: A hundred people have heen
killed in the metropolitan area.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: And there is a
likelihood of another hundred being killed.

Mr. Cross: We shall have to get busy on
the matter, quickly, too.

Hon. P. Collier: The trouble is that the
wrong people are heing killed.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, men half or
fully trained for war, some of them brought
hera from America to nssist n-.

All aetion requisite for liguor reform ean
he taken here. The Prime Minister

was
quite right in saying that such matters
should he left to the State Premiers. The

Premier of the Stute should aet in a eom
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monsense way. If he feels that he can-
not deal with the matter, let him come here
and talk it over with us, and we will sug-
gest what action should be taken. There is
no nced to make party politics of such
questions,

Mr. J. Hegney: Mr. Fadden does not
agree with you on that.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am aware of
that. I want the Minister for Labour, who
is in charge of factories and shops, o fell
me under what authority he closed business
houses at 5.30 p.m.

The Minister for Labour: I have not
closed any business houses at 5.30 p.m.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : I understand that
all of them have been eclosed at 5.30 under
an edict issuwed by the Minister for Labour.

The Minister for Labour: That is not
s0.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then under what
authority was it done?

The Minister for Labour:
know all about it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Will the Minister
say that the shops were not closed by his
order?

The Minister for Mines: They were closed
under the Civil Defence Regulations. I will
tell you that much.

Hoen. C. G. LATHAM: Then they were
closed by the Minister for Mines.

The Minister for Mines: By the Minister
for Civil Defence, at the request of the
traders themselves.

Hon. P. Collier: The people as well as
the traders are interested in a matter of
that kind.

The Minister for Mines:
regulation,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM:
throw it out.
The Minister for Mines: You are too late.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, 14 days have
to elapse after the regulation has been
tabled. The Minister cannot get away with
that statement. Consideration has been given
by the Government only to certain indivi-
duals, whereas the people of the State are
the ones who eount. Workers employed in
many avennes, such as the Midland Junetion
‘Workshops and suchlike places, have now no
opportunity to do their shopping after leav-
ing work at 5 p.m. or 530 p.m. I thought
this instruction was issued under one of
the National Seecurity Regulations, but I
found that was wrong. I wrote to the Prime

You seem to

That is a State

Then we will

Minister, and he informed me that he had
had nothing at all to do with it. His letter
stated that no aetion had been taken by
the Commonwealth to restrict the frading
tours of shops. Consequently this is the
second time the Minister for Labour has es-
caped trouble. I wonder whether the Min-
ister for Mines, who is in charge of Civil
Defence, consulted the Minister for Labour.
The Minister for Mines: I forget.

The Minister for Labour: I do not sup-
pose he did.

The Minister for BMines: T do not know
why [ should consult a junior Minister.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Anyhow, I seem
to have made a miss there. Recently there
was a dispute in the Midland Junection
Workshops, one that could have heen
avoided if the Government had done the
right thing. On one oeccasion I saw the Pre-
mier and told him that if a committee had
been appointed in the workshops to consult
with one or two officials from the office in
order to discuss the problems arising from
time to time, all that trouble would have
been avoided. But no; they get so hard-
headed that they must control everything in
this way and in that way. We eannot hope
to get good service unless there is a com-
plete understanding between employer and
employee. This sort of thing has been hap-
pening for a long fime in Western Austra-
lia. There was a dispute beeause certain
tradesmen were put in the tool shop, and
the tool shop has ever since been idle. Now
we have to utilise the Commonwealth and
get it to send a man over to settle this dis-
pute,

Mr. Cross: You bhave alwavs reckoned

that the boss was sole judge. This is a
new attitude.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Is it not remark-
able what brainy interjections emanate from
some members!

Mr. Thorn: They are not bis own.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have never yet
stated that the master should exercise con-
trol beyond what he is expected to do. The
othier party is worthy of some consideration.
I have been both employer and employee,
and I know the position. I do not know
whether the member for Canning has been
able to judge from both sides, but I feel
sure that the member for Boulder appre-
ciates my point of view. I regret it was
deemed necessary to get a man from the
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Eastern States for that purpoese.  These
workers are anxious to do what is right.

Hon. P. Collier: Seemingly evervthing
must be done for us from the East.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We arc having
another man sent over to setile a dispute
with the bakers’ emplovees. [ do not know
whether those involved are bakers or drivers.
I suppose that in the near future members
on the Government side of the House will
be told what they have to say. I main-
tain that we ave quite eapable of managing
our own affairs. This State has been built
up in a few years far better than many
people imagine. We have a good founda-
tion on which to build the superstructure, so
let us go on building. We do not want to
import people from the Eastern States to
tell us what to do. I protest against bring-
ing people from the East to settle disputes
that could readily be settled amongst ouor-
selves. The men concerned are our own
kith and kin; there is nothing peculiar about
them, and we ourselves could settle any dis-
pute. In the Midland Junetion Workshops
ground exists for many complaints. Long
after air-raid shelters had been provided for
the protection of many other people, noth-
ing had been done for employees at the Mid.
land Junction Workshops. Yet those men
are most important workers and, if anything
happened to them, could not be replaced.
This is a most vulnerable spot; yet nothing
was done to afford protection. The lighting
at the workshops is bad. 1 cannot mnder-
stand why a meal-house has not been pro-
vided for the men.

Mr. J. Hegney: They have been agitating
for that for 30 years.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I held the view
that these men were entitled to a little more
comfort, but I was told they had taken a
referendum and did not want a meal-house.
I do not want to make political capital out
of thege things; I merely desire to be help.
ful. If we make these men happy and con-
tented, they will deliver the goods. The
seme remark applies to bakers’ employees.
A gentleman has been brought from the
Eastern Siates to settle that dispute for us.
The faet of this having been done surely
shows a serious weakness.

Hon. P. Collier: He seitled the coal dis-
pate, and might be able to seitle the bakers’
dispute.

Hon. C. 3. LATHAM: I suppose that if
the bakers do not want their dough weighed

before baking, we shall have to get someon
from the East to settle that matter for us
I protest against this sort of thing. We hav
capahle men here to deal with those matters
We have had disputes in the past, and the
have been amicably settled. This State ha
been freer from industrial disputes tha
any other State in Australia for quite a lon
period. When disputes have oceurred, the
have been well bandled. I regretted to rea
in the “West Australian” of the 22nd Jul
last details of a regulation promulgate
under the National Security Aet by th
Prime Minister. It read:—

It will be unlawful under the National S¢
curity Aet Regulations for any person to cause
or be n participant in any stoppage of pre
duction not authorised by a previous decisio
of the distriet executive of the Coal and Shal
Minera' Federation,

The regulations will provide that it shall b

unlawful for the management of any coa
mine to make any changes in working enstom:
practices and eonditions of production, e2
cept by the prior approval of the Commor
wealth Coal Commissioner or Reference Boarc
Any failure to comply with the order of th
Coal Commission or Reference Boards sha,
be a breach of the National Security Act. 1
will be preseribed that all matters of digpat
in regard to rates of pay and industrial cor
ditions shall be decided by the appropriat
trilunals and that any worker or employe
failing to work in accordanee with the finding
of the appropriate tribunals shall be guilty ¢
& breach of the National Security Aect.
This is what the regulation is doing, It
no use people saying it is not doing tha
It is usurping the functions of the law. Tt
law says that strikes are illegal, but il
regulation will allow strikers to go alon
and get the approval of their union head
That is wrong. I admit we have no contr
over that here. I hope the trouble does
extend to Collie but it may do so in tl
near future.

The Minister for Works: That regul
tion provides that they shall go along ar
get the approval of the federation,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It says that mc
shall not strike unless they have the appr
val of the federation of unions, Ever
sirike is either legal or illegal. We kno
that when a strike oceurs it is the relativ
who suffer most, and the industry itself.
is no pleasure to me to hear that a stril
has oceurred in some industry.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: That does not mal
it illegal.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Industri
Arbitration Aet provides that strikes a



[6 AvcusT, 1942.] - 83

illegal, and that lock-outs ave also ilegal.
No one knows more abount the subject than
does the member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: I only know what
the Prime Minister said the other day,

Hon. C. &, LATHAM: He says the re-
zulation does not over-ride the law, but I
say it does. Under the National Security
Act, regulations can he made for all kinds
of purposes. The Primne Minister has made
this one, and it will be legal until it is
questioned. I wish to compliment the Gov-
ernment upon its manpower department,
which is doing a good job under difficult
eircumstances. Some of its members I have
met only recently,. They have a difficalt
task to earry out, and it is the duty of
every member of the House to help them.
For a long time we have been endeavouring
to get releases from the military authorities
so that assistance may be rendered to the
agricultural industry, but we failed. I am
pleased to say that the new department has
been instrumental in providing quite a lot
of relief in directions where we were un-
successful in our own efforts.

Mr. Needham: I think your leader, Mr.
Fadden, said there was a muddle in connec-
tion with the manpower releases.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM : From the point of
view of political heads that may be so, but
apparently we now have a man whe can
look after these things. I am not sure that
one of the members of the department is
nof a Trades Hall official. He is a good
man and I have every admiration for him.

Mr. J. Hegnev: He is a good man.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I hope the hon.
member does not wish me to criticise him as
the member for Perth suggests My, Fadden
has eriticised.

Mr. Needham: T am talking about your
leader. ’

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T am the leader
of my Party. Whether Mr. Fadden has an
opportunity to ascertain the facts of the
case I do not know. There may be some
justification for his remarks. I know no-
thing about the Eastern States. I am speak-
ing of what has happened heré. Numbeérs
of officials in the departments are doing a
good job and a difficult one. I hope we
shall give them every credit for what they
are doing. We must have sufficient manpower
to enable us to carry on our industries,
They are weakening considerably already
becanse men have been removed from them.

I also hope we shall be able to do some-
thing to put a stop to the impressing of
farmers’ trucks and trueks used in other in.
dustries, where it is essential they should be
provided to enable those industries to earry
on.

At present n military official can go on a
farm and say, “I want that truek.””  He
then places a value upon it. My opinion
may be wrong, but I think he fixes a second-
hand value as if he were purchasing with
the object of effecting a re-sale. The Com-
monwealth Government has power to ae-
quire those vehicles, but onlv has power
to acquire at a fair price. When trucks are
so acquired a just price should be paid for
them, not one on which it is possible to re-
sell the vehicle at a profit. At York the
other day a milifary official took possession
of a two-ton truck which had belonged to a
farmer and bhad only done 12,000 miles. The
price paid was £285, whereas the vehicle wag
worth at least £400, The farmer was then
offered a truek which cost only £180, only
to find that it was useless beeause the engine
would not run.

Hon, P. Collier: Has he no appeal?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Only against the
price. Many farmers do not read the backs
of the forms that are sent to them. The
military authority T referrved to left a form
and said be wanted the truck.

Mr. Hughes: The Appeal Board consists
of motorecar salesmen, who know nothing
shout the cuiting down of prices.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Something should
be done to proteet our people, who will not
he able to replace these vehicles. The mat-
ter should be taken up by the proper auth-
orities. As a rule when members of Par-
liament write to these authorities they are
courteous enough fo send replies. There are
others in the State who fail to send replies.
Replies have not come {0 me when I have
written to the authorities, Sometimes the
reply is a rude one. The other day I sent
one of the replies to the Prime Minister, and
pointed out that it is difficult for us to ap-
proach the military authorities under such
conditions. T was told by one local Army
officer I was annoying because I had written
not to him but to the General Officer Com-
manding, Headquarters. When a8 man oe-
cupies an official position in this House whe-
ther as Premier, Minister or Leader of the
Opposition, it is bis function to write to
headquarters and not to a subordinate offi-
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cer. Evidently I annoved the military auth-
ority in question by writing as I did to
headquarters.

Hon. P. Collier: That is characteristic of
some of them.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is what hap-
pened in this case.

Mr. Hughes: Napoleon is said to have
answered most of his correspondence by not
answering it.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I can understand
Napoleon doing such a thing, for he prob-
ably had a Jot of junior officers to deal with
such matters,

Hon. P. Collier:
Napoleons in the Army.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is of ne use to
tear down our industries completely. There
may he a collapse at any time and we shall
have to build up again. If the military
authorities are not willing to do the right
thing we must look after our own industries.
That applies to the wheat position, to
dairving, and stock production, etc. They
are all going to have a hard time. I admit
that recently the price of many commodities
has inereased considerably duae to the fact
that a local market has grown up for them,
and that theve has been a shortage in supply.
That, however, is not going to last Jong.
The wheat-producer is in a bad way, and
everything is being done to discourage wheat
production,

During the recent recess I bad an oppor-
tunity to see what was being done with flax
in the South-West. A good deal of ex-
pense is heing incurred that is not justified.
That is due to the long distance over which
straw is heing earted for retting purposes.
The works ought to he established where
there is sufficient space for the retting.
Retting means the spreading out of the
straw until the outside parts have rotted
and the fibre is left bare. The straw has to
be earted ont and brought back over long
distances. T do not know how mnuch it would
cost to clear the eountry adjoining some of
the works. Probably the State (Government
has very little to do with the matter; it is
more or less in the hands of the Common-
wealth Government. If the flax industry,
which seems to be quite a reasonably good
proposition at present, can he carried on
suceessfully after the war, that is something
the war will have done for us that is worth-
while. We ought to keep closely in touch
with the industry to make sure that it can

There are many

be profitably carried on after the war. The
member for Guildford-Midland has probably
said enough about the Welshpool Works.
Many of his statements could well be
inquired into. The organisatien is not of
our making, but we shall either bencfit from
it or net.

HExtensive works are being established at
Welshpool, and they may be the means of
providing an industry for the post-war
period. We ought to see that they are made
available as quickly as possible. I saw Mr.
Essington Lewis of the Broken Hill Pro-
prietary when he was here some time ago.
T know that the Commonwealth Government
has expended money on buildings, and that
no machine has yet heen erected in them.
I said to Mr. Lewis, “It is useless for youm
to spend money at Welshpool unless you are
sure you are going to instal a plant there.”
He said that in about three months time
everything would be all right, We have now
reached the month of August. T am doubtful
whether even the member for Canning, who
knows all things, is familiar with what is
being donc at that establishment., It is true
that one or two things are being turned out,
but we ought to have a full knowledge of
what is being dome. Recently a number of
women was emploved at the works and,
although they were trained in the BEastern
States to handle the machinery, the machines
have not been installed.

Mr, Cross: Many new machines have been
installed in the last few days.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I said to one of
the heads, “Are yon going to have the
machines put in during the next couple of
days,” and the head replied, “We have not
got them yet”

Mr. Cross: You go out and have a look
for yourself. .

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I would accept that
invitation except that I am not allowed in
the works. I do not know how the hon.
memher got in.

Mr, Cross: You can get in.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I would not be
allowed within the gates.

Mr. Cross: Not withont a permit.

Hon. C. . LATHAM: Where do I get
ane?

The Minister for Works: From Mr. Con-
stantine, the manager.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: How do I get
hetd of bhim?
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of
the Opposition should address the Chair
and not the member for Canning.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: A high fence sur-
rounds the entire building and there is a
man on the gate. How am I to get past
him? I am asking the member for Canning
through you, Sir, how I am to get that
pernit.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Can-
ning cannot inform the Leader of the Op-
position at present.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Not just at pre-
gent, but when he rises to speak he may
be able to do so. If T ecan obtain a per-
mit to look thromgh the works during the
week-end I shall be very glad to go throngh
and see how mueb is being done. A ques-
tion has been asked about a power aleohol
plant for Western Australia. We were pro-
mised long agoe that this State would be
the first in which a distillation plant would
be established. So far as T am aware, very
little has been done. As a matter of fact,
a week ago there were three men working
on the job and now I understand theve are
only two. In his reply to the question the
Minister said that the matter was to be kept
a secret. It is peculiar that these matters
have to be kept seeret in Western Australia
while we get over the air from Canberra
information about the plant in New South
Wales.

The Minister for Lands: I was disap-
pointed that I had to reply in the way I
did. I was acting under instructions.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is ahout time
that Ministers of this State were trusted.
The Federal roundsman in Canberra the
nther night gave all particulars eoncerning
the New South Wales plant, with the excep-
tion of the locality. Often I think the re-
ports that come from Canberra are exag-
gerated. In all probability power aleohol
is mot being manufactured in New Sounth
Wales yet. As a matter of fact, the cheap-
est form of power alechol is produced in
Queensland from molasses, and I do not

know that they have yet absorbed all their

molasses for-that purpose.

I hope the Minister for Induvstrial De-
velopment will tell us something ahout tho
alunite deposits, becanse that will be an-
other worth-while industry. I notice that
any profits are to go to the State Govern-
ment. I do not know how that is going to
work out so far as the company is econ-

cerned, if a company is operating the de-
posits today. Is the Government running
the enterprise?

The Minister for Labour: Yes.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: if that is so T
would be very annoyed if the profits were
given to anybody outside. T know the
leases are privately held. The Minister
might take this House into his confidence.

The Minister for Labour: I will at the first
opportunity.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I thank the Min-
ister. I do not want to criticise the speech
made by the member for Bunbury because
I think he did very well, but he was mis-
informed when he said that the potash,
which will be ane of the by-products from
alunite, 15 one of the basic contents of
superphosphate. It is not! Phosphatic rock
ples sulphuric aeid, makes super, and to
that is added =ulphate of ammonia to im-
prove the product for eertain purposes,
thongh not for wheat production. The usual
contents of fertiliser are in the proportion
of 12-4-4, that is to sav, 12 parts of
superphosphate, four of sulphate of am-
monia or nitrate of soda, and four of
potash. The potash is used to assist in the
production of tomatoes, potatoes and such
like.

Mr. Patrick: And vines and frmt trees.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Anything that re-
quires a sugar content. T refer to this mat-
ter because the House might be led into
thinking that onec this by-product is ob-
tained from alunite, eheaper superphosphate
will be available.

The Minister for Lands: Many people
think that all fertilisers are superphos-
phates.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Of course, they
are not. I was rather struck by the leading
article that was published in the “West
Australian” on the opening day of this ses-
sion. With the exception of that section
dealing with the Port Pirie-Broken Hill
railway, over which we have no control, tha
article might have been accepted by the

_ Acting Premier as the future very sound

policy of the Government. I was rather dis.
appointed that the article shonld have been
published at that time because, after all, the
Acting Premier must have prepared some
notes and it might seem that he was fav-
ouring the paper by using its ideas.

One point in the article that impressed me
was that the writer snggested a certain
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amount of the time of the House would be
wasted in non-essentials. I appreciate that
the Press of this State is doing very good
work. At the same time, there are made in
this House from time to time some very in-
teresting speeches that receive very little
publicity. On the other hand, if anything
comic or sensational occurs, half a eolumn or
a column of the newspaper is devoted te an
aceount of it. A newspaper should be used
to educate rather than amuse the publie, par-
ticularly teday. I hope that during this ses-
sion whatever space ean be spared for record-
ing the proceedings of Parliament will be
used for publishing information of an educa-
tional rather than of an unorthodox character.
Generally speaking we have a lot for which
to thank the Press in this State. I know
how very reliable our loeal newspapers are
in comparison with those in the Eastern
States. I have never known them to let
anyone down. I repeat, however, that the
Press should be unsed for edueational pur-
poses.

I draw the attention of the Minister for
Justice to something that should be rectified,
namely, the condition of the Legislative
Council rolls. The Legislative Assembly
rolls are bad enough, but when we find that
the roll for the Metropolitan-Suburhan Pro-
vinge has approximately 29,000 names on
it and that from 20 to 256 per eent. of the
people bave either left the State or are dead,
it is plain that some reform is required.
When it is realised that 600 electors in the
North ean have one representative in Par-
liament, while it requires 29,000 electors in
the Metropolitan-Suburban Province to eleet
a represenfative, something is undoubtedly
wrong with the boundaries of the Provinces,
I ask the Minister whether some investigation
cannot be made in regard to this matter. I
admit that his limited staff is probably fully
occupied, but something should be done to
clear up this discrepaney, which is altogether
too glaring. Perhaps he could employ some
girls to send out circulars. He will know all
those who voted. Of course, if the same tac-
ties were adopted on this occasion asg in
years gone by, sume of the electors would
have been dead for some time, but generally
it can be accepted that those who did vote
were live vofers. That would aecount for
the 6,000 who voted. Then notices could be
sent out to the others with a view to seeing
whether the rolls could not be brought up-
to-date.

The Minister for Works: Do you not

think that it would be better to abolish the
Couneil ¥

Myr, Cross: Would it aot be better for the
employees to be engaged in growing onions,
rather than going through rolls?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: These interjec-
tions would be all right if one desired to
make a long speech. A little while ago T
heard the member for Canning tell us about
the terribly diffienlt task tram conductors
had and how laborious was their work. Now
it is proposed to employ women as condue-
tors, which I consider is preferable to hav-
ing them work in dairies, up to their knees
in mud. Women can be and will be em-
ployed in the Electoral Office, but the hon.
member suggests that instead they should
be sent out onion-growing. Let him grow
his own onmions! If he gets them he will
be all right. I was almost going to suggest
that we might put the hon. member himself
in the Electoral Office in an official eapacity,
because he would probably have sufficient
knowledge to do the work well. I under-
stand he knows his way about even at night
time.

The Acting Treasurer will shortly, in the
interests of the people, pay a visit to the
Eastern States. We say the Minister shounld
do this and do that over there, but nobody
knows better than I do how diffieult is his
task. I do not expect mueh from him, bat
whatever he can do in the interests of this
State I sincerely hope he will do. It will
be worthwhile his making the trip. He
usually gets what he wants; bui it is not
only a question of money but of preserving
for us some of the powers and rights we
have enjoyed in vears gone by.

Mr. McDONALD (West Perth): The
Lieut-Governor’s Sprech has followed the
preesdent of some years past in giving a
sorvey or history of the past year’s opera-
tions and something about the legislative
programme, [ remember reading the first
Western Australian “Hansard” One mem-
ber, speaking on the Address-in-reply, com-
plained that the Governor’s Speech mentioned
everything under the sun except the weather.
He took strong exeeption to the omission of
the weather hecause he said it was a most im-
portant factor in Western Australia. The
Lieut.-Governor’s Speech in the past has
mentioned even the weather.
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I was looking at a standard work on Par-
liament by Morrison and Abbott, on page
59 of which they say—

The King's Speech outlines the programme
of the coming sessiom.

Under our constitution that is the funection
of the King’s or Governor’s Speech in
British eountries. 1t sets out the reason for
calling Parliament together and the work
which members will be called upon to do by
the sovereign or his representative, the
Governor of the State. That is a very
sound constitutional practice, and I hope
that whoever is responsible for future
Speeches will get back to it more fully than
has been the case for some years past.

We have met again in one of the darkest
hours of the war. We do not know what is
in front of us in this ecountry. We have
ouly one safe guide and that is to be pre-
pared for anything that may happen. The
time, therefore, is one for the utmost unity,
the utmost co-operation, and it is one for
sticking to essentials in action and in words
as far as we possibly can. It seems to me,
despite much that we have done, that we
are still far from reaching the position to
be desired in Western Australia from the
standpoint of our small population, seeing
that in the event of an invasion every man
who can bear arms may be needed if we are
to meet sunceessfully the threat involved. At
this great distance from the eentral authority
at Canberrs, it js impossible for us to say
whether more could be done, but I hope
that in any representations the already over-
burdened Acting Treasurer will make when
he procecds to the Eastern States, he will
urge that an inereased supply of available
hasic weapons, in the shape of rifles and
other arms, shall he provided in Western
Australia because it of all States oeccupies
the most vulnerable position. We are so far
away thst the furnishing of reinforecements
of men and materials offers great geographi-
cal difficulties, and if any State should be
built up and made self-sufficient it is West-
ern Australia.

In the last few weeks we have experienced
a far-reaching constitutional change. Inevit-
ably in & time of war the functions of State
Parliaments are greatly reduced while those
of a central government are greafly en-
larged. It would be very unmwise for people
to form conclusions based on present con-
ditions as to the value of the State Parlia-
ments, but there seems to be a definite ten-

dency on the part of some, especially in
New South Wales, at this stage to look at
the existing abnormal situation, and from
those conditions form coneclusions as to the
part State Parliaments can play in the future
of Australia. I do not think anything could
be more misleading than conclusions formed
on the basis of present-day condifions.
Whatever may be the situation in the East-
ern States, there is to my mind ouly one
hope for Western Australia, and it is to
continue the existence of a vigilant, deter-
mined and, I might almost say, aggressive
State Parliament and State Government.
If those in the Eastern States who are in-
terested in the question of a nnified consti-
tution would ask themselves, should they
live in New South Wales, how they would
view the proposition on the basis of 28
members from Western Anustralin in the
House of Representatives with New South
Wales having only five members, they could,
on that hasis, form some idea of how such
a prospeet appeals to a State like Western
Australia.

Mr. Needham: If unification should be
adopted, would not the bnasis of representa-
tion be changed altogether?

Mr. MeDONALD: No doubt unification
would involve an alteration in the basis of
representation in the Commonwealth Par-
liament. On the other hand, if we are to
regard the question in the light of what
has been a customary principle in British
communities, whereby representation is
based on one man one vote, we will still
have one-fourteenth of the strength of the
Lower House of the national Legislature he-
canse Western Australia has about one-
fourteenth of the population of the Com-
monwealth. Whatever may be done under
the law as it stands at present, it is almost
certain that we shall enjoy a very small
minority representation in the national Par-
liament, but will still have to shoulder the
responsibility of developing one-third of
Australia.

Mr. Patrick: We will still be the for-
gotten State, - ’

Mr. McDONALD: Yes. There are suffi-
cient signs of our being the forgotten State
today and we should not be disposed to allow
such conditions to continne, Since the in-
auguration of Federation it has been a
trite saying that all the advantages have
heen with the centralised States; and of
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all the States, Western Australia has suf-
fered most by comparison. The war has
merely served to accelerate that trend. After
the war Parliament will have to do every-
thing possible to put that movemnent in re-
verse 50 as to restore the equilibrium of
Western Australia in comparison with the
other States from the standpoints of popu-
lation, industries, and general strength. Such
a result cannot be possible if we are to
perpetuate our latter day methods. The
mere continuance of such an institution as
the Commonwealth Grants Commission is a
direct condemnation of the economic struc-
ture of Australia. That we shonld be what
some people term “mendicants” or  the poor
relation” is an indication of lack of balance
that must be eradicated if Australia and
Western Australia in particular are to pre-
sent anything like features of economic bhal-
ance that will make for their prosperity and
strength. I feel it is the conviction of mem-
bers of Parliament generally, and 1 hope
the Government will assist to further the
objective in every way possible, that the
State Qovernment and the State Parliament
should retain all the activities they can.
There is too much tendency on the part of
the Commonwealth Government to say that
the State has not done something effectively
and that it can earrv out the functions bet-
ter. We must make such conditions as im-
possible as far as we can, although in some
respects the State Government has been
rather supine.

For instance, in regard to the hours for
liquor trading, control of which belongs to
the State Government, we were asked by
the Prime Minister to exercise those powexrs.
In that respect we may have been guilty of
a long delay before making up our minds
as to what the hours of trading should be.
We know that all such delays inevitably
play into the hands of the Commonwealth
Government and furnish it with a pretext
for taking over what are ai present the
functions of the State Government and
State Parliament. I hope we shall avail
ourselves of every opportunity to assert the
right of the State Parliament to examine
all matters affecting Western Australia, even
it they do largely belong to the Federal
sphere, Those who believe in the ability of
the State Parliament to work for the in-
terests of the State and believe this insti-
tution has a definite funetion to fulfii on
behalf of the State, certainly expect us by

our proeceedings to demonstrate that we are
capable of carrying out such a responsibility.

In the conrse of what I trust will be a
brief speech, I shall have something to say
about post-war reconstruction. I approach
that subjeet with mueh diflidence for it
would be very bad for the nation if, by rosy
promises of improved conditions after the
war, the minds of the people were to be
diverted from the urgency of the position
confronting them respeeting the necessity
to carry out their obligations regarding the
present war effort. Nothing in the way of
post-war reconstruction or the establishment
of seme new order should be allowed to
divert the nation from dirvecting all its
energies to prosecuting the war effort
of Australia. At the same time there
is a certain psychological attitude that
must be recognised, and it is that
the people are entitled to expect that
after hostilitics cease their position will be
hetter than before. They are entitled to a2
reasonable hope that that will be so.

Mr. Hughes: How could they possibly do
that with the Joad of debt piling up as it
is now?

Mr, MeDONALD: I am not so pessimistie
as is the member for East Perth.

AMr, Hughes: How will this huge burden
of debt be paid off?

Mr. MeDONALD: We have learnt a lot
about finaneial matters during the last three
vears or so, and, in faet, sinec the 1914-18
war. I have made some cxamination of the
problem and while some of my theories are
probably quite invalid, still I am confident
that it will be possible for the post-war
situation, despite the burden of indebtedness
created in consequence of the war, to in-
volve no very serious deprivations for the
time being and to lead ultimately to a much
hetter position for the people generally, I
shall not argue that phase at length, because
we always come back te the dietum that the
real wealth of the people is what they pro-
duce. Despite all the debts in the world
our people still go on producing.

Mr. Marshall: And we shall be able to
produce a great deal more with all the
machinery that will be available.

Mr. MeDONALID: Yes.  Members will
have had some experience of the psychology
and the frame of mind of the soldiers who
returned from the 1914-18 war. After hav-
ing been soldiering for some vears and liv-
ing a life of movement, danger and change,
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a life in which they had to exercise very
little personal responsibility, they were in
a state of unrest. However powerful his
mind and balanced his eharacter, the soldier
will be in a state of unrest for some con-
siderable time after his return from the
present theatres of war. 1 am sure the Min-
ister for Mines will bear me out in that
statement. If 500,000 men arc to return to
Australia at the conclusion of the present
war while many others are to he taken out
of munition factories and other war activi-
ties, we must remember that many of these
men and women have been working at high
pressure, and to ahsorb them in the humdrum
affairs of peace times will necessitate the
making of cavefu! provisions. If that is not
done then the Government that happens to be
in charge of the affairs of State will have fo
face the possibility of very serious unrest,
and of movements that will not operate for
the good of the soldiers or of the people
at large.

1 would be glad to hear from the Govern-
ment of the extent to which the committee,
which, I believe, has been set up to deal
with this phase, has made progress in
providing for conditions after the war.
Some statement on the subject wonld be
interesting to the House while some con-
tribution from members at some appropriaie
stage shonld also prove valunable. When the
time arrives it will be necessary to take the
men out of camps quickly. They eannot be
kept long in camps under peace conditions.
If they are so kept they will quickly develop
into a state of very great unrest. Wre munst
have the machinery available to enable them
to be placed in employment and moved hack
to the surroundings from which they came.
They must be returned to their home towns
if possible, for that has a steadying
effeet.  We must formulate o programme
of works, and we must have what may
be called tertiary industries or public
works immediately available so as fo
place the men in some useful oceupation.
That programme of works is not only a mat.
ter for the Federal Government. I saw to-
day a statement by the Prime Minister re-
ferring to the Federal eommittee set up.

We must take eare thal the responsibility
and the privilege of the States to look after
their own affairs in this respeect are going
to be preserved, and that we are not going
to he dictated to from Canberra in this very
important matter affecting people in onr

own State. 1t is not merely a matter for
the Comumonwealth Government, but a
matter for the State CGovernments, and for
all local authorities, who will make plans
chowing what can be done in their own dis-
triets. It is also a matter for the co-operation
of hodies which ean lend help, and above
all of the Returned Soldiers’ Association,
whose influence has been something to which
the Australian people possibly have nof
given sufficient eredit, and which after this
war will prove of inestimable value. Be-
fore leaving the subject I suggest that if
we are to make the transition from wartime
occupations to those of peacetime free of
difficulty and free of trouble and unrest,
then we should have down in, black on
white the works that can be performed and
the machinery that can be used to take
these men from the Army, Navy and Air
Foree, and from munitions and war indus-
tries, and smoothly pass them through the
transition period which must elapse hefore
peacetime industries can be fully re-estab-
lished.

For the consideration of any eommittee
{that may be set np by the State I may men-
tion certain matters, First of all, therq
will e a Standing Army, Navy and Air
Torce in Australin of a size that we never
had before. We shall not be free from ag-
gression straight away. Then we must have
munition plants here so that we shall he
able to produce the machinery of war ne-
cessary in order to proteet the State. Fur-
ther, we shall have the matters of technieal
edueation, building new schools, eonstruct-
ing roads and recreation and playing
grounds, irrigation works, housing, and—I
hope—steel works. 1 do hope for the de-
velopment of our resources at Yampi Sound
and elsewhere in Western Australin.  Pos-
sibly we may also have some such great
work as those which have heen mentioned
here many times—unifieation of ganges, and
the Broken ITill-Port Pirie railway. All
these things are examples of work that can
be done for the absorption of soldiers,
sailors and airmen and war-industry em-
ployees into eivil life, and to help over the
difficult period which otherwise might re-
sult in chaotic conditions between the time
when a soldier leaves the Army and is re-
established in eivil life.

In addition, I hope the time is not far
diztant when we shall have a system of de-
ferred wages for all people in the same way
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as we have it now i the matier of pay for
soldiers. After the war there will be a large
volume of workers suddenly finding them-
sclves greatly reduced in pay. They will
no longer have overtime; it will no longer
be possible to pay them overtime. I sup-
pose that at present three-quarters of the
working population of Australia are earn-
ing more money, in real purchasing power
—not mere paper moncy—and one-quarter
reeciving mueh less. When the threec-quar-
ters revert lo peace industries and no
longer can obtain overtime, they are liable
to feel the deprivation. If we can retain,
by some means of compulsory saving, a cer-
tain amount of money for each individual,
to he released by instalments over the
period in question, then we shall have an
additional safeguard for the unrest which
otherwise may possibly assume great dimen-
sions here. I see no reason why in a period
like this everybody should not consent to a
certain proportion of deferred pay, the
same as the soldiers. T see no reason what-
ever for distinguishing between the man in
uniform, who has compulsory savings from
hiz pay for use when the war is over, and
workers gencrally.

Now as to the war effort of this State.
T hope there will he some more decentral-
isation from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, I trust that the Aeting Treasurer will
be able to say a few words on that subjeet.
The whole tendeney has been to centralise,
with resultant delays, and with a great deal
of hampering of enterprise and acfivity in
Western Australia. Mnuch of our direction
comes from people in  Canberra or Mel-
hourne who have no real knowledge of con-
ditions obtaining here. Tt would assist the
Western Australian people and  would
make for their efficient contribution to
the war effort if the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment could be induced to delegate to Lhe
State Government, as its agent, much of the
responsibility which it now tries to di:-
charge 2,500 miles away—responsibility in
the matter of supply of foods, of produc-
tion, and of treatment of the primary indus.
tries. If the State Government were given
the objective and left the responsibility of
attaining it, I feel sure the result would be
much more satisfactory to both the State
and the people. I feel mlso that there is
room for far more liaison hetween the
Btate Government and the defence anthori-
ties in Western Australin. I hold that it

should be the function of a Alinister to bhe
in constant touch with the defence services
in this State. I bave said that we here stand
in a different position from the Eastern
States.

It is not beyond the possibilities of this
war that Western Austratia might be isolated
from the Eastern States, that communica-
tion might be difficult or impossible, in which
event the State Government would have to
carry a far greater responsibilily eonnected
with the war effort, and in relation to the
defence services, than would be the case of
a State sitnated in the eastern part of Aus-
tralia. Therefore I suggest to the Govern-
ment that in eonnecfion with the defence
services there should be a more close and
constant touch, in order that things which
can be done for this State within this State
ghall be put in hand without delay. Civil
defence is a small though important part
of the defence of this country. Connected
with defence are activities thai reach from
Wyndbam to Buecla, and 1 feel that the
closer the connection hetween the defence
services and the ecivil administration, the
better it will be at the present time—and it
will be very much hetter in the future—if in
the event of our being faced with an emer-
gency the civil and military authorities have
accustomed themselves to co-operate and to
co-ordinate their activities.

There are one or two matters I desire to
mention in connection with supplies. The
traders and merchants of this State are be-
coming seriously coneerned about supplies;
and with your indulgence, Mr. Speaker, I
wish to mention the matter at this stage,
although I hope to discuss it at a later stage
on a motion of which I have given notice.
I have had the advantage of conversation
with the Acting Treasurer on the subject,
and I hope that Parliament will have an
opportunity to diseuss it and to strengthen
the hands of the Acting Tremsurer and the
Government in seeing that supplies to this
State are being fairly rationed and brought
forward. But there are numerous mer-
chants in Western Australia who are seri-
ously up against it, and who declare that we
shall be short of many important commodi-
ties. In that connection I have been sup-
plied with information by correspondents
whose names I can give to any member who
would like to know them afterwards. It
appears that a very large firm wrote to
Melbourne for certain manufactured artictes
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which eome from Victoria, and received a
reply that the goeds could not be supplied
hecause there was no shipping. The Western
Australian firm then got to work and
arranged for shipping space. Thereupon the
manufacturers in Melbourne replied—I do
not hlame them—stating the real faets in
saying :—

We eannot afford the time or labour to do

the extra packing which is required for inter-
state orders.
They have such a big and profitable market
at their doors in the Eastern States that
they are not concerned with Western Aus-
tralia; we are completely forgotien.

Point of Order.

Mr. Spesker: Order! Do I understand
that the member for West Perth iz touch-
ing a subject-matter of which he has placed
a notice of motion on the notice paper? If
50, I must rule him out of order.

Hon, W. I). Johnson: Mr. Speaker, can
you give me a Standing Order for that
ruling? It represents a total innovation.
On the Address-in-reply, there is unlimited
debate. If you, Sir, limit it by notices of
motion which may never be reached, or
noiiees of motion put on the notice paper
for the purpose of limiting discussion on
the Address-in-reply, the position will be
highly dangerous. I submit, therefore, that
to say

Mr. Speaker: Is the member for Gaild-
ford-Midiand making a speeeh, or is he dis-
agreeing with my ruling?

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I am not disagree-
ing with your ruling, Sir.

Mr. Speaker: Order! The hon. member is
not in order in speaking now, unless he in-
tends moving fo disagree.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I am asking you,
Sir, if you can quote the Standing Order
in question, beeause I cannot find it.

Mr. Speaker: I am surprised that the
hon. member, who has so long been a mem-
ber of this Chamber, should raise the ques-
tion. At the fime I mentioned the point to
the Leader of the Opposition I did not have
quite enough information. The point was
dealt with by Sir James Lee Steere on the
27th September, 1899, by Mr. Speaker
Harper on the 22nd July, 1903, and the
14th October, 1903; and by Mr. Speaker
Johnson (later Sir Klliot Johnson) on the
30th September, 1913, and the 17th October,
1913. Their rulings are most definite.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: This is the first
time I have heard of it. Excnse me, could
you quote the Standing Order?

Mr. Speaker: Standing Order 1.

Debate resumed.

Mr. MeDONALD: I bow to your ruling,
Mr, Speaker. I had in any case finished
my references for the time being. I was
under the impression, from a hasty glanec
at May’s “Parliamentary Practice,” that the
restriction related to Bills on the notice
paper, not to a question or a motion; bul
I may be wrong. I shall leave that aspeei
of the matter; in any event, [ shall have
an opportunity to deal with it at a later
stage. I wish to add a word or two on our
war effort. The Aecting Treasurer, in his
visit to the Eastern States, will be ealled
upon—from what I can hear—to deal witk
the question of hotel hours. This matter
is onlty part of a general problem and we¢
have already taken some steps for the hetter
ment of these difficulties, but they all coms
back, as part of our defence effort, to the
calibre of our people.

We today are inheriting all the virtues
and all the defects of onr past years as s
people, and depending upon our fibre as s
nation and the fibre of the Allied Nation:
as to what the ultimate outecome of thi
struggle will be. It is a truism to say thai
the fibre of the people may be the conclusive
factor in the survival of a nation in thi
struggle. Whatever action the Governmen
takes to ensure that there will be a limita
tion of excessive drinking—and I sugges
also a limitation of the manpower employed
in gambling—and to ensure that the
strength and the morale of the people wil
be maintained at the highest pitch, that ae
tion will be met by the strongest approva
of the people of the State. This is a cas
where bold leadership will reap its own re
ward. QOur people are prepared to accep
restrictions which in normal times would b
irksome, as they realise that conditions mus
be brought about that will lead te ultimat:
vietory for our nation.

On motion by Mr. F. C.L. Smith, debat
adjourned.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.
Couneil’'s Message.
Message from the Council received ant

read notifying the personnel of sessiona
Committees appointed by that House,
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BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,360,000.

Returned from the Council without
amendment.

House adjourned at 4.37 p.m.

Tegislative Assembly,

Thursday, 6th August, 1942,

PaaE
Question : Railways, refreshment room facmtlee 92
Leave of abeence - 02
Address-in-reply, third day 92

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 215
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS.
Refreshment Room Facilities.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Railways: In view of the fact that many
passengers find it quite impossible to obtain
refreshments at Chidlows and Spencer’s
Brook railway stations, owing to the very
limited amount of space available, will he
take steps to increase the facilities existing
at those stations?

The MINISTER replied: The inconven-
ience mentioned is not unusnal at the pre-
sent time owing to war conditions. The
position is being elosely watehed but capi-
tal expenditure on additional facilities can-
not be made available at present.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. North, leave of absence
for the remainder of the session granted to
Mr. Abbott (North Perth) on the ground
of duties with the R.AAF.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Third Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. F. C. L. SMITH (Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe) [2.19]: The work of this Parlia-
ment, although important, is more or less
overshadowed by war and the requirements
of war, which impose on the central Gov-
ernment a task of such great magnitude that
everyhody who ean help should do so, and
none should hinder, War in our time is

different from the conflicts of the past. Ever
sinee the machine-gun was invented, indus-
try has had to bear a greater share of war
work. Now we have infantry, eavalry and
artillery all highly mechanised, all armed
with automatie weapons, and all ealling upon
the industries of every country and upon
the scientists of every country, for scienti-
fic applieation towards their maintenance
and equipment, Notwithstanding this,
science has not reduced the use of troops in
the mass. As a matter of fact, the equipping
of armies with automatic weapons has ap-
parently accentnated the use of troops in
the mass, The task of equipping those troops
is one of great magnitude and we find that,
in cvery country engaged in the war, more
workers are required in factories than men
in the field. The last war started as a par-
tial war, but finished with all nations en-
gaged endeavouring te make it a total war.
Since that war, some of the nations oecupied
in the present conflict have directed their
attention to total warfare, to the bending
of their energies in peace-time towards the
building up of armaments for future war-
fare, so that in the ease of many of them
the outbreak of hostilities merely became an
acute phase of normal conditions. But in
this country we were not engaged in tfotal
war during times of peace. Nor were we
organised o an extent, or on a basis appro-
priate to the dangers that at present con-
front us. We therefore find that most of
our munition faetories, and other factories
engaged in the manufactore of the necessi-
ties of war, are largely located in the East-
ern States.

In the early stages of this war the nations
to which we were opposed were not 5o very
threatening, but with the entry of Japan
they became extremely threatening to us.
Now we have to make the best use of all
the manufacturing plants at our disposal for
the purpose of putting up a maximum war
effort. Tt is quite possible that in that con-
neetion some of the States might have suf-
fored in regard to the war expenditure and
the building up of factories within them.
Some idea of the industrial hackground of
modern military equipment is given by the
figures I am ahout to quote, which were pub-
lished by the German Institute of Business
Research: To construet a cruiser it takes
18,000 men, and they have to work one year.
To¢ construet a destrover 5400 men are re-
quired; for a submarine 4,000 men; for a



